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-- (AAO) American Academy of Optometry 

-- (AOA/PAC) American Optometric Association Political Action Committee 


-- (AFOS) Armed Forces Optometric Society 


-- (APHA) American Public Health Association


-- (ARBO)Association of Regulatory Boards in Optometry 


-- (ASCO) Association of Schools and College Optometry 


-- (COVD) College of Optometrists in Vision Development 


-- (CLCS) Contact Lens and Cornea Section 


-- (OC) – Optometry Cares® - The AOA Foundation


-- (NBEO) National Board of Examiners in Optometry 


-- (NORA) Neuro Optometric Rehabilitation Association 

 
-- (OEPF) Optometric Extension Program Foundation 


-- (SVS) Sports Vision Section


-- (VRS) Vision Rehabilitation Section 

I. START UP RESPONSIBILITIES

1. Write or call the contact person at your organization. Provided by AOSA President or Executive Director.

2. Write or call the past National Liaison. Review what has been done previously.

3. Call AOSA president before May 1 to discuss budget, goals, or travel questions.

4. E-mail or FAX your telephone, e-mail, or address changes to the AOSA President and Executive Director in St. Louis.

II. COMMUNICATION

● Phone Calls

1. To organization contact person


2. To past National Liaison

● Directory Information
AOSA Directories are updated in the St. Louis office. Please send any address changes to the AOSA President.

● Newsletters--Mailings
Each National Liaison should consider a short quarterly Newsletter to be sent to all Local Liaisons. The main purpose is to pass information to the local level. Please consider e-mail  the best avenue of communication.

●  Foresight
National liaisons must submit an article for the 2 issues of Foresight, AOSA's publication. The article can be anything from a brief description of your position to ideas or programs you may wish to implement.

The deadlines for Foresight are February 1 and August 1. A copy of your article should be sent to the AOSA Secretary.
III. BUDGET--FUNDING

●  Budget
Each liaison has a budget through the AOSA for small expenditures and travel. Contact the AOSA President for further information.

IV. EXPENSES

● Travel and Meetings
Responsibilities may include travel. You must request approval from the AOSA President at least six weeks in 
advance of the travel dates. Provide meeting dates, location and purpose.

Upon approval, a Disbursement Authorization Form (DAF) will be prepared and mailed to you in advance of the travel 
date. A DAF is used to request reimbursement from the AOSA for expenses related to travel and meetings such as 
transportation, hotel, meals, etc.


DAFs must be returned within 30 days after travel. Retain bottom copy for your records; return remaining copies with 
receipts to AOSA Executive Director, 243 North Lindbergh Blvd, St. Louis, MO 63141.

● Miscellaneous Expenses

Requests for reimbursement for miscellaneous items may be made on a Request for Issuance of Check form (RIC) 
available upon request from the AOSA St. Louis office.

V. AOSA ST. LOUIS OFFICE

VI. NATIONAL LIAISONS -- RESPONSIBILITIES AND DUTIES

●National Liaisons are appointed by the AOSA President-Elect by February 15.

●National Liaisons serve as a two-way communicator between the allied organization and AOSA.

●National Liaisons communicate directly between the organization and the AOSA President.

● Upon appointment, National Liaisons are responsible for the following:


a) Develop a working knowledge base of the organization.


b) Determine the current issues and goals of the organization and the AOSA for the coming year.


c) Determine the organization's expectations for the National Liaison.


d) Obtain a list of the organization's meeting places and times.


e) Determine the financial support the organization will provide.

f) Before May 15 contact each AOSA Trustee to notify them of your National Liaison appointment.
●National Liaisons must submit 2 written articles to the Foresight each year, and write quarterly updates to Vice President.

●In the event that a National Liaison fails to meet responsibilities and duties, the AOSA President may revoke the National Liaison's status and funding.

●At the conclusion of the term, National Liaisons are responsible to make contact with the newly appointed National Liaison and facilitate a smooth transition of office.

●The AOSA President is responsible for providing the National Liaisons with information regarding current AOSA goals and issues.

● Past National Liaisons are eligible to re-apply for any National Liaison position.

VII. NATIONAL LIAISON POSITIONS & GENERAL INFORMATION

(AAO) American Academy of Optometry 
Associated with optometric research, a person with FAAO after their name is a fellow of the Academy. This title recognizes excellence in optometric research. The goals of the AAO are to raise the standards of optometric practice; improve vision care, and to disseminate knowledge from research in vision science.

(AOA/PAC) American Optometric Association/ Political Action Committee
AOA/PAC is concerned with the political arena and the effects of politics on optometry. Optometry is a legislated profession, and thus falls under many rules and regulations. AOA-PAC is concerned with lobbying for bills that will effect your future. It is one of the 10 largest PAC groups. AOA-PAC provides an overview of the importance of involvement in the political process. AOA-PAC raises voluntary funds from ODs across the country and supports candidates who sit on key committees affecting the profession.

(AFOS) Armed Forces Optometric Society 
The AFOS represents optometrists in the armed forces, as well as optometrists in areas such as hospitals and Indian reservations. AFOS has members from the Army, Navy, Air Force, Public Health Service, Veterans Administration, Army National Guard, Army Reserve, Air National Guard, and Civil Service. The largest component consists of the men and women in uniform, serving throughout the world.
(APHA) American Public Health Association
The Vision Care Section of the APHA recognizes the role of optometry in primary and vision care. In today's society with the changing role of primary health care, the relationship with this organization has increasing importance. The objective of APHA is to exercise leadership in protecting and promoting personal and environmental health. Optometry is involved in issues of health related to improved eye and vision care through the Vision Care Section.
(ARBO) Association of Regulatory Boards of Optometry (Liaison position held by AOSA Vice-President)

ARBO is devoted to ensuring national and state testing methods for licensure in optometry. The purpose of this association is to exchange information and engages in programs and joint activities relating to the licensing of optometrists, the education of optometrists, including accreditation of schools, colleges, and continuing education programs. Also, the improvement of reciprocal relations between several licensing jurisdictions to cooperate in solving the mutual problems of the member Boards and to engage in such further activities as the association may determine. All for the purpose of improving the standard of the profession, the delivery of health services, and the improvement of the services of the regulatory licensing agencies for the welfare and protection of the public.
(ASCO) Association of Schools and Colleges of Optometry
ASCO is made up of the deans and presidents from all the colleges and schools of optometry. ASCO's main concern is to ensure that the quality of optometric education remains at a high standard through continual evaluation of curriculum and national testing procedures. ASCO is also concerned with student recruitment, promoting the option of a career in optometry, and also promotes residency programs. ASCO represents the professional programs of optometric education in the United States, Canada, and Puerto Rico. The national office provides a wide range of services to the schools and represents optometric education to the public in the health community. 
(COVD) College of Optometrists in Vision Development
COVD is an organization representing both the classic approach, and the OEP approach to vision therapy. The goal is to try to remain neutral and to present research in vision development in an informative way. COVD is concerned with the development and enhancement of vision. The College exists for the primary purpose of providing children and adults with the best possible vision through vision development care; bringing together optometrists who share a common interest and proficiency in helping individuals develop and enhance emotional, social, scholastic, and vocational efficiency, promoting, fostering, and engaging in interdisciplinary cooperation.

(CLCS) Contact Lens and Cornea Section 

The Contact Lens and Cornea Section (CLCS) was established to promote, address, and enhance the identity of optometry as a profession and optometrists as professional providers of quality contact lens care. The mission of the CLCS is to serve its members by providing: leadership, education, advice and guidance in contact lenses and related primary care; refractive surgery technology; and practice management strategies. Members are also provided with timely clinical education and representation with state and national government agencies on issues affecting the optometric practice.

(NBEO) National Board of Examiners in Optometry (Liaison Position held by AOSA President) 
NBEO is an independent non-profit corporation serving the profession of optometry as a testing agency. NBEO develops, administers, scores, and reports performance on a series of examinations designed to assess candidate competence to enter the unsupervised practice of optometry. The NBEO examinations are offered to the state boards to use at their discretion and as an alternative to undertaking the same tasks at the state level. The NBEO has a very focused mission, and is constantly researching better methods of assessment.
NORA - Neuro Optometric Rehabilitation Association

NORA is a diverse group of professionals dedicated to advancing the art and science of rehabilitation of the neurologically and cognitively injured and disabled survivor population and their families. NORA members are professionals who recognize the crucial role of vision in human performance. NORA emphasizes treatment modalities designed to optimize the frequently neglected visual-motor, visual-perceptual and visual information processing dysfunction in the  neurologically affected person.
(OEPF) Optometric Extension Program 
OEP produces and provides a vast array of materials specifically for the public as well as other health care and educational professionals. Mission: To Advance Human Progress through Behavioral Vision Care and comment on policies and programs affecting optometric education.

Optometry Cares® - The AOA Foundation

The AOA Foundation, is designed to ensure that eye and vision care becomes an integral part of infant wellness care to improve a child's quality of life. Under this program, AOA optometrists provide a comprehensive eye and vision assessments for infants within the first year of life regardless of a family's income or access to insurance coverage.

SVS - Sports Vision Section - AOA

The AOA SVS is the nation's largest group of students and doctors of optometry, and allied sports professionals, who are dedicated to advancing the quality and delivery of sports vision care through education, eye injury prevention, and enhancement of the visual performance of athletes. 

VRS - Vision Rehabilitation Section - AOA

The AOA VRS encourages and supports development of technology related to adaptive diagnostic procedures, evaluation equipment and design of state-of-the-art low vision devices. The AOA is committed to working with associated professionals and consumer organizations to improve access to high caliber, comprehensive vision rehabilitation services and blind rehabilitation programs by increasing public awareness and by contributing to the development of progressive public policies through advocacy. Optometrists interact with colleagues in medicine, blind rehabilitation, social work, psychology, education and physical/occupational therapy to coordinate treatment plans to meet the immediate needs of low vision patients and their changing needs over time.
ALLIED ORGANIZATION REIMBURSEMENT POLICIES

AAO - American Academy of Optometry provides a $500 Student Travel Fellowship (funded by industry) for the NL to attend the AAO Annual Meeting. 

AFOS - Armed Forces Optometric Society provides a $500 travel stipend to attend the AFOS Annual Meeting, held in February each year. 

AOA/PAC - American Optometric Association/Political Action Committee pays for airfare, three nights hotel, plus four (4) per diems to attend the PAC Board meeting during Optometry's Meeting in June.

APHA - The American Public Health Association covers expenses to the APHA Annual Meeting in the fall, usually in November.

ARBO - Association of Regulatory Boards of Optometry pays for the AOSA Vice President’s hotel expenses. AOSA covers remaining travel costs.

ASCO - The Association of Schools and Colleges of Optometry maintains an annual $1,000 budget for the NL. It covers either the fall or spring ASCO meeting, depending on current issues. The fall meeting is probably the more important, but ASCO decides that.

COVD - The College of Optometrists in Vision Development covers the NL's expenses to attend the COVD Annual Meeting in the fall.

CLCS - The Contact Lens And Cornea Section provides $500 travel stipend to attend CLCS Annual Meeting at Optometry’s Meeting® in June.

Optometry Cares® - Meetings are conducted via conference call

OEPF - The Optometric Extension Program Foundation covers partial payment for transportation or hotel and per diem for the OEPF Board meeting at Optometry's Meeting in June. 

NBEO - The National Board of Examiners in Optometry pays half of the AOSA President’s expenses for each meeting.

SVS - The Sports Vision Section provided $250 travel stipend to attend SVS meeting at Optometry’s Meeting® in June.

VRS - The Vision Rehabilitation Section provided $250 travel stipend to attend VRS meeting at Optometry’s Meeting® in June..
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