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Cari Vanderkar, Ph.D. 

Director, International Center 
Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo 

Chair 
Term: 2016-2019 

Interests/Expertise: Study abroad and exchange programming; program 
development and administration; faculty-led programming; consortium 
leadership; health, safety and risk management; Eastern Europe/Czech 
Republic research. 

Connect: Linkedin 

 

Cindy Price, Ph.D. 

Vice Provost for Academic Affairs 
Seattle Pacific University 

Term: 2017-2020 

Interests/Expertise: Accreditation; advising; assessment; student academic 
services; student success and retention; institutional research; academic 
data; academic planning; academic policies; budget; faculty development; 
hiring; strategic planning; parent programs. 

Connect: Linkedin 

 

Lisa Chieffo, Ed.D. 

Associate Director, Study Abroad 
University of Delaware 

Term: 2016-2019 

Interests/Expertise: Short-term education abroad programs and faculty 
leadership; education abroad assessment; adjunct instruction in education 
abroad; working with faculty; public speaking; educational leadership; 
foreign languages and literature instruction. 

Connect: Linkedin 

 

Helena Kaufman, Ph.D. 

Director of Off-Campus Studies 
Carleton College 

Term: Fall 2017-2020 

Interests/Expertise: Portuguese studies; Luso-Brazilian studies; Latin 
American studies; student learning outcomes; HECUA Board Representative; 
cultural identity; cross-cultural studies; world literature; student assessment. 

Connect: Linkedin 

 

Vannessa Kramer, M.Ed. 

Assistant Dean, Global Programs 
Eller College of Management 
University of Arizona 

Term: 2016-2019 

Interests/Expertise: Program development; partner collaboration; faculty 
training and development; risk management; comprehensive program 
management; marketing and promotion; cross-cultural communication; co-
curricular development; pre-departure and post-return programming; 
advising; and student development. 

Connect: Linkedin 

 

Dan May, Ph.D. 

Provost & SVP of Academic Affairs 
University of New Haven 

Term: 2016-2019 

Interests/Expertise: Academic affiliation and articulation agreements; the 
academic/admin review and prioritization process; environmental, safety 
and occupational health management programs; IT use in instruction, 
evaluation and assessment. 

Connect: Online Bio 
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Martha McGivern, Ph.D. 

Director, Study Abroad 
DePaul University 

Term: 2017-2020 

Interests/Expertise: Latin America; research on issues of gender and cultural 
learning abroad and cross-national relationships among peers; crisis and 
emergency response overseas; curriculum integration; program assessment; 
long-term development strategy and team leadership. 

Connect: Linkedin 

 

John Peters, Ph.D. 

Dean of International Programs 
Marist College 

Term: 2017-2020 

Interests/Expertise: Curriculum development; community outreach; 
program development; intercultural communication; political economy and 
public policy; economics; Japanese studies; student empowerment through 
study abroad. 

Connect: Linkedin 

 

Kelli Smith, Ph.D. 

Assistant Vice President for  
Student Success 
Binghamton University 

Term: 2019-2022 

Interests/Expertise: Career education; academic internship programs; civic 
engagement; leadership development and education; student success and 
support strategies for at-risk students; first-generation and low income 
student support; career readiness and competencies; global career 
education trends; academic partnerships 

Connect: Linkedin 

 

Meredith Blumthal 

Director of international Programs, 
College of Engineering  
University: University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign 

Term: 2019-2022 

Interest/Expertise: Engineering, ideation, program development, partner 
collaboration, faculty training and development, comprehensive program 
management, marketing and promotion, co-curricular development, study 
abroad advising, and student development. 

Connect: Linkedin 
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