
AIFS Customized 
Faculty Led Programs



Introduction of AIFS:

• Founded in 1964

•1.5 million students abroad

•Pioneering Customized, 
Faculty-Led programs since 
1980



Why should students study abroad?

• Less than 10% of US college students study 
abroad

• Shows college admissions and employers 
skills such as intercultural 
competence, initiative, understanding of 
diversity, problem solving, “thinking out of 
the box”…

• Personal skills you gain: independence, 
creativity, tolerance, openness, a sense 
of humor, adaptability, flexibility, values, 
patience…





Customized Faculty Led Programs:

• Customized — A collaborative process to create a program you would like to run.

• Cost-efficient — Your institution retains tuition fees and students pay a program fee to AIFS. Student 
financial aid still applies, making study abroad an affordable option for more students.

• Credit Retention — Your institution provides the credit, so there is no issue of transfer.

• Internationalization — Professional development for Faculty.

• Simple — Once the program details have been agreed upon, AIFS will make all the on-site arrangements 
and help both faculty and students plan for their time abroad.

• $51 million of liability insurance with your institution named as co-insured.



Planning:

• Collaborative approach with dedicated AIFS Staff 
to design program itinerary and content in 
consultation with Study Abroad office and faculty

• Customized to deliver academic program that 
meets your academic goals/learning objectives

• Individual AIFS program proposal with sample 
itinerary detailing exactly what is included

• Ability to change program proposal to meet all 
your objectives.



Questionnaire:

The Questionnaire gives AIFS a starting point to begin 
working on your proposal. The questionnaire will 
include:

• Academic Focus

• Where and When

• Expected Enrolment

• Staffing

• Transportation and Accommodation

• Visits and Excursions

• Experience/History

• Pricing

• Deadline



Pre-Departure:

• Recruitment support including custom 
promotional materials and on-campus 
info-sessions.

• Customized admissions/application and 
fee-payment process

• Pre-departure materials such as 
handbooks and PowerPoints

• Pre-departure orientation with an AIFS 
staff member for students and faculty

• Toll-free contact number based in the 
USA



What's included?

Our programs are completely customizable. We can arrange programs 
with the following components.

• Meals
• Travel
• Accomodation
• AIFS Support
• Orientation
• Academic Support
• Insurance



Support for faculty:
PRIOR TO DEPARTURE:
• Liaison with an experienced AIFS program manager 

to create an itinerary that fits with the course 
syllabus/learning outcomes

FLIGHTS:
• Option to include a stipend for faculty airfare or a 

space on the group flight

IN LOCATION:
• Accommodation in a centrally located apartment 

or hotel
• Full participation on all scheduled activities, 

inclusive of transfers, entrances, group meals etc.

ACADEMIC SUPPORT:
• Assistance in finding visits and/or guest speakers to 

compliment the course offered by US faculty

Faculty participation costs can be built into the student fee
or billed separately to the institution.



Optional Components:
ADDITIONAL EXCURSIONS:
• To locations within the same country or further afield

(Prices vary)

GROUP TRANSPORTATION PACKAGE:
• Can include an optional or mandatory group flight
• Package includes meet and greet at overseas airport 

and transfers to and from accommodation
• Students indicate on their application and make 

payment online
• Base fare guaranteed, airline-imposed taxes and fees 

subject to change
(Airfare quotes available 11 months prior to 

departure)

OPTIONAL MEAL VOUCHER PACKAGE:
• Depending on location meal plans may be available for 

an additional fee
(Prices vary)

*can be additional or can be included as part of the main program fee



Health & Safety:
• Our #1 priority is the health and safety of all students 

and faculty while on our programs.

• On-site orientation with local staff

• Additional workshops on safety and security, cultural 
differences

• Relationships with local emergency services – medical, 
police

• 24/7 AIFS Emergency phone contact on site and in the US

• CISI Insurance plan and global app

• Student medical and program fee refund policies

• $51,000,000 liability coverage for the Institution

• Emergency evacuation plan



Costs & Billing:

• The final student fee depends on student and 
enrolment and faculty/student ratio

• AIFS can work on any student/faculty ratio 
requested

• Financial Aid - a separate payment schedule can be 
arranged for students on FA based on their loan 
disbursement dates. Dedicated staff in Stamford, CT 
to work with these students and assist with 
their finances.

Student fees can either be paid to AIFS by the individual student, or 
the institution can be invoiced for the group.



Locations for CFL:
• Argentina – Buenos Aires
• Australia – Sydney, Cairns, Perth, touring
• Costa Rica – San José, touring
• Czech Republic – Prague
• UK – London, Oxford, Cambridge, touring
• France – Paris, Grenoble, Cannes
• Germany – Berlin, Munich, touring
• Greece – Athens, Greek islands, touring
• Hungary – Budapest
• India – Hyderabad, touring
• Ireland – Dublin, Limerick, touring
• Italy – Florence, Rome, Sorrento, touring
• Japan - Kyoto
• Russia – St Petersburg, Moscow
• Scandinavia – touring
• South Africa – Cape Town, Stellenbosch, touring
• Spain – Barcelona, Granada, Madrid, Salamanca, 
Seville, touring

+ more!



Things to remember:

Every single aspect of a program is customizable:

• Student/faculty ratio
• Location
• Length of program
• Classroom hours and academic visits
• Guest lectures, local instruction (i.e. 

language)
• Accommodation options
• Cultural activities
• On-site support





Questions?

Susanna Shigo
sshigo@aifs.com
203-399-5147

mailto:sshigo@aifs.com


Questions?

Nicole Moore
namoore@aifs.com
203-399-5597

mailto:sshigo@aifs.com

